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Abstract of JP2002067980 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
impact absorbing steering column device 
capable of absorbing impact in a secondary 



collision regardless of body weight or the like 
of a driver by varying collapse load. 
SOLUTION: An ECU 53 outputs driving 
current to a solenoid 55 and moves a plunger 
57 upward in Fig. against energizing force of a 
compression coil spring 61. By this, a locking 
protrusion 59 fits into a through hole 63 of a 
second metal ball holding cylinder 37. When 
an automobile collides with another automobile 
or an obstacle on a road in this state, since the 
second metal ball holding cylinder 37 is locked 
by the locking protrusion 59 of the plunger 57 
and it cannot retreat along with a first metal 
ball holding cylinder 35 and so only a plastic 
groove by metal balls 41 of a first metal ball 
holding cylinder 35 side is formed, the 
absorbing amount of collision energy becomes 
comparatively small. 
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